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WORKSHEET ITA-6 

 

Tips to increase creativity in teenagers through collaborative activities on books and ICT 

Aims and objectives: improving reading and comprehending narrations and increasing creativity 
exploiting books  

Target Students: 10-11 years old  

 

Activity 1* Improving reading and comprehension through skimming and scanning activities  

Book chosen: Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s stone  

 

This book is chosen because it is part of a successful teenagers’ literature and because most of 
the students saw the movies, Harry Potter is a well-known character anyway. When a book is 
chosen to be exploited it is important to choose topics or characters as closers as possible to 
the teenagers’ world.   

Pre reading: Introducing the book by the Cover , Author, Title  - The book is introduced , the 
students are invited to guess what kind of story and what the topic can be  looking at the cover, 
they are introduced about the author, her biography , her books, when she wrote. 

The book is read in class aloud first by the teacher then by the students but each student has 
his/her own copy for extra activities. After some pages each day the students will have to fill a 
chart in which find progressively as the reading goes on, the setting and the time of the story, 
the names and the main features of the main characters ,the type of narration (historical, 
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biographical fantastic etc. ). Example of chart:

 

Then at home, they have to read again the main parts of the passages to get through what they 
think about the nature and attitude of the characters, if they share them or if they would have 
changed them and their personal opinion on the main story. Students can fill a chart or a 
multiple choice test or post their comment on the class blog or write a report.  

Example of multiple-choice test 
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In class, as following step, they will do a feedback activity exchanging opinions, both positive 
and negative on what they are reading, what they like most, or what is boring. This can be 
guided oral debates and can be useful fill a chart with likes and dislikes. 

Activity 2* How to exploit the books creatively  

At the end of the reading, they will be given some passages and using collaborative tools such 
as Titanpad, they will have to change some parts and elaborate those personally creating 
parallel stories or different endings. They could also enrich their alternative endings using 
images. They can work alone or in-group as in the Authors’ chart is shown. Their work can be 
shared among all contributors and the teachers can check what they have done.  

Examples from Titanpad  

Titanpad is an application working also on the smartphones and so this involves students most. 

The text is given on the pad  
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The students add their parts and share them. Each of them use a colour and put a virtual sign 
on what he/she is writing. The teacher can correct mistakes.  

 

 

They can also collaborate to complete the story or they can do alone providing several 
alternative endings. 

Activity three*  

The students are helped by the teachers to make personal choices of books to be read based 
upon what they liked mostly to read in the previous activities, for topic, for types and for 
authors. Books are to be chosen from teenagers’ contemporary literature according to what in 
the previous activities they seemed to appreciate most. 

They have two weeks to read it and then they have to select the main  passages  with the help 
of the teachers and using Storybird building up a visual summary of what they read using the 
images the platform provides.Storybird is a really interesting tool as it gives not only the chance 
to summarize in a visual effective way a story, a book the students read, but it gives also the 
opportunity  to  build up a new story using  images which can give tips for their creativity . 
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Moreover it has in its platform several ready books made by people using it that can help 
younger reader to increase their curiosity towards reading and writing.  

 

Examples of the way to create a story using Storybird tools 

 

The story book is made up of pages with images and narrative parts , it can be composed of 
different pages and can have different lay outs.It is made up for each user but in particular for 
educators and provides a virtual class group to work in it collaboratively.Each student can 
contribute to create a group story or can produce his/her own personal one, At the end of the 
work they will have an online storybook made by themselves.They can exchange and read each 
other’s story but they can also show it as slides and use it as a support for reading in a narrative 
way or they can print the pages and use it as support for reading it aloud to their schoolmates. 
Moreover they will have the chance to share on the net platform their products and read 
different titles published in it comparing what they did to what is already at their disposal. This 
tool works on the main smartphones too and in this way, they can have a basic library along 
with them made also by themselves. Images are inspirational and students are better disposed 
to take time to read or write as well as they know they can do it also on their mobiles.  
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*The Activities for the Pilot Course are to be planned in Native Language. The examples and 
exercises have been taken from activities carried on in English as a foreign language with 
students aged 12-13 level A1 (QCER) attending last two years of low secondary school. 

 

                                                           
i All rights reserved to Emanuela Leto 


